Office hours (Mondays, 4-5:30p or by appointment, Pearson 107)
Drop by and say hi!
Course grade Seminar attendance and participation 25%
In-class and other assignments 30% • leading discussion in class Midterm exam 15% Final project 30% **Students who attend linguistics and/or literary events (talks, presentations) and do a 1-pg write-up can obtain extra credit.
For students with disabilities
If you believe that you need accommodations for a disability, please contact the Office of Student Disability Services (Parrish 113W) or email studentdisabilityservices@swarthmore.edu to arrange an appointment to discuss your needs. As appropriate, the Office will issue students with documented disabilities a formal Accommodations Letter. Since accommodations require early planning and are not retroactive, please contact the Office of Student Disability Services as soon as possible. For details about the accommodations process, visit the Student Disability Service Website at http://www.swarthmore.edu/academic-advising-support/welcome-to-student-disability-service. You are also welcome to contact me-Prof. Thomas-privately to discuss your academic needs. However, all disabilityrelated accommodations must be arranged through the Office of Student Disability Services.
Tentative Course Outline -Deviance, Dystopia, Democracy (LING82) -Prof. Thomas **Students lead discussion on select days -updated schedule posted to Moodle Among the topics we may explore:
Monday, Jan. 22
What about culture is intrinsic to language? How does study of language use and communication connect to studies of popular culture?
Week 2
Jan. 29 Homework for Week 4:
• Essay 1: 600-word essay that takes up the standpoint of a "politics of intersectionality" to describe what 1-2 elements of Philip K. Dick's novel you find most meaningful in illuminating our current (actual) societal situation.
• To do this, you should also identify 1-2 social problems IRL as suggested by Dick's novel, or your own observations/experiences.
• Somewhere within your essay you should take a gander at offering a tentative solution to one or more of the social problems you focus on.
• Your essay should include (1) a bibliography/references, (2) citations to at least 2 texts we've discussed.
• Please, Times New Roman font, 12-pt., double-spaced. Word limit is strict. • This workshop will serve as a way of introducing us to discourses from the historical period in which our next major reading is set: Twelve Years a Slave.
• This opportunity should also give us firsthand experience working with primary source material/data that, like our examination of Thomas Jefferson's Notes on the State of Virginia (1781-83), pertain to discourses foundational to contemporary American democracy.
In preparation for our visit to the archives, please prepare the following readings:
• From our textbook on CDA, Ch. • REVIEW your contemporary cultural artifacts of significance (e.g., form news or entertainment); Remember to frame your informal presentation by explaining how your data illustrate a key analytical concept in MCDA (e.g., representation, agency, salience)
• DISCUSS & REFLECT on our experience in the Quaker archives, and what we've learned about the sociohistorical context of discourse and communication.
• EXAMINE notions of 'power' and 'justice' within the first half of the narrative, Twelve Years a Slave. In order to do this, each student will read Ch. 5 from our CDA textbook (Representing Action) AND present on select chapters from TYaS, by preparing a HANDOUT that includes:
(1) A brief summary of the general events transpiring in the selected chapters (2) 1-2 excerpts each from the book/narrative (as sources of data) that correspond to/or demonstrate aspects of any 3 of the following key concepts:
1. over-/underlexicalization 2. habitus Final short stories due -May 11 via email
